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Abstract. Basic literacy is an ability that children must have from an early age, especially with increasingly developing 
technological developments; children must have good basic literacy skills. This mentoring activity aims to overcome 
the existing problem, namely that some children still need to be more active in reading and writing even though they 
have joined the Reading Park. The assistance provided is not only limited to reading and writing literacy but also 
numeracy literacy, scientific literacy, digital literacy, financial literacy and cultural literacy. It is done so that children 
in reading gardens do not feel bored with reading and writing with the same activities but are also allowed to learn 
other things. Apart from that, companions also provide educational games that can help motivate and entertain 
children. Educational games themselves cannot be separated from literacy activities. The implementation method is to 
apply the PALS (participatory action learning system) method. Some of the activities carried out in this mentoring 
provide very good benefits for the children. The children feel very motivated to continue moving forward and improve 
themselves to become better. The conclusion from this assistance is that children feel increasingly motivated and have 
quite a high interest in learning basic literacy and other forms of basic literacy as part of this assistance.  
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Abstrak. Literasi dasar adalah suatu kemampuan yang harus dimiliki anak sejak dini terlebih dengan perkembangan 

teknologi yang semakin berkembang, anak dituntut harus memiliki kemampuan berliterasi dasar yang baik. Tujuan 

dari kegiatan pendampingan ini adalah untuk mengatasi permasalahan yang ada yaitu masih ada anak yang malas 

membaca dan menulis walaupun sudah bergabung dengan Taman Baca tersebut. Pendampingan yang dilakukan 

juga tidak hanya sebatas pada literasi baca dan tulis namun juga ada literasi numerasi, literasi sains, literasi digital, 

literasi finansial dan literasi budaya. Hal ini dilakukan agar anak-anak pada taman baca tidak merasa jenuh pada 
membaca dan menulis, dengan aktivitas yang itu-itu saja, namun anak-anak juga diperkenankan untuk belajar hal 

lain. Selain itu juga, pendamping juga menyediakan games yang bersifat edukatif yang dapat membantu memotivasi 

dan menghibur anak. Games yang bersifat edukatif sendiri tidak terlepas dari kegiatan literasi. Metode 

pelaksanaanya adalah dengan menerapkan metode PALS (participatory action learning system). Beberapa aktivitas 

dalam pendampingan yang dilakukan ini memberikan manfaat yang sangat baik bagi anak-anak, anak-anak merasa 

sangat termotivasi untuk terus maju dan berbenah diri untuk menjadi lebih baik. Kesimpulan dari pendampingan 

ini adalah anak-anak merasa semakin termotivasi dan memiliki minat yang cukup tinggi untuk belajar literasi dasar 

maupun bentuk literasi dasar lainnya sebagai bagian dari pendampingan yang dilakukan ini. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is one of the most important components in determining the success and 
prosperity of a nation. The world of education, namely in the 21st century, has seen significant 
technological advancements that have forced educators to confront numerous challenges 
to help children reach their full potential on a global scale. According to Hamidah et al. (2020), 
globalisation encompasses various aspects such as living standards, information and 
communication technology, learning, and literacy. The ability to read, comprehend, and apply 
written information is known as literacy. This ability extends beyond reading texts to 
understanding text content, information analysis, and identifying patterns and significance from 
the information presented. 
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Literacy is an activity that is identical to reading and writing activities. However, as time 
passes, literacy is not only about these two activities but also includes the ability to 
communicate in society. Literacy has meaning as a practice and social relationship related to 
knowledge, language and culture (Sueca, 2021). More broadly, literacy is defined as language 
skills, which include the ability to listen, speak, read and write, and think, which is an element 
therein (Yunus et al., 2017). 

The low level of public interest in literacy is a problem currently occurring in Indonesian 
education (Sari et al., 2021). Early childhood children usually have low literacy abilities. Apart 
from children, adults also have low literacy levels. Children and adults with low literacy levels 
will impact their success (at the school level) and in social life. Conversely, most educational 
processes are based on the ability and inclination of the learners (Wandasari, 2017). Therefore, 
it is very important for us to instil literacy from an early age and to help improve literacy in 
children, it is necessary to develop literacy in these children. 

Basic literacy is the basic literacy skills children need from an early age. Basic literacy 
skills in the form of reading and writing will be a provision for children in the future. The 
fundamental thing in literacy practice is reading activities. Reading activities have a very 
important role as a foundation for learning various things and developing students' intellectual 
abilities. 

In this era of rapid technological development, it can be seen that many young children 
spend more time playing on cell phones than reading or writing books. The time spent is spent 
playing online games or watching videos on YouTube or TikTok applications. It is so loved that 
it causes children's interest in reading and writing literacy to decline. Thus, developing basic 
literacy in children can be done in various ways, one of which is by reading fairy tales to 
children. 

The basic literacy assistance provided at the Taman Baca Merdeka was carried out 
because they saw the existing problem, namely that there were still children who were lazy 
about reading and writing even though they had joined the Reading Park. Apart from that, the 
assistance provided is not only limited to reading and writing literacy but also numeracy 
literacy, scientific literacy, digital literacy, financial literacy and cultural literacy. It is done so 
that children in the reading garden do not feel bored with reading and writing but also learn 
other things. Apart from that, the companion also provides educational games. Children's 
enthusiasm is quite high, as seen from the number of children visiting the reading park. 
However, children's interest in visiting reading parks is quite high. However, adequate facilities 
have yet to support this to make access easier, so this literacy movement is growing and 
attracting more and more people. 

METHOD  

This service activity was conducted in Ende, Onekore Village, precisely at the Taman Baca 
Anak Merdeka. This service is carried out using the PALS (participatory action learning system) 
method (Chambers, 2007; Sueca, 2020) with the following steps: 1) A defined methodology and 
systemic learning process; 2) multiple perspectives; 3) Group learning processes; 4) Context-
specific; 5) Facilitating experts and stakeholders; 6) Leading to sustained action, where this 
implementation method can be described as follows: 1). Identification of problems related to 
student problems; 2) carrying out a needs analysis to address the problems that occur; 3) 
designing coaching and mentoring for students; 4) carry out structured guidance; 5) monitoring 
and evaluating activities; 6) follow-up report on program success. Apart from that, at the 
program implementation stage, coordination is carried out with the service implementation 
team to overcome service problems. Next, conduct self-evaluation, design a basic literacy 
guidance program, and initiate service program activities. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The basic literacy assistance at the Independent Children's Reading Garden is carried out 
for approximately 1 (one month). The mentoring activities carried out are as follows:  
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Practice speed reading 
The first focus of literacy learning is on text. The focus of literacy is more emphasized on 

the linguistic aspects of a text. Sueca (2021) explains the standards that need to be achieved in 
literacy, including the following: a). master various language systems used to create meaning; 
b). master the concept of the difference between written and spoken language; 3). It is 
mastering the concept of language variation systems (dialects). Apart from that, some factors 
influence the success of literacy activities, as explained by Kartikasari (2022), which are as 
follows: 

1. Intelligence Factor, which is the mental ability or learning potential that influences a 
person's understanding process 

2. Attitude factors, which relate to a person's enthusiasm, point of view, mindset and 
interest in reading 

3. The language mastery factor means that the level of a person's language mastery greatly 
influences the person's level of understanding of reading. 

4. Reading material factor 
Diverse reading materials, unique in terms of genre, theme or form of presentation, will 

be more popular, easier to read and easier for children to understand. March (2020) also added 
that in student literacy, there are factors that influence the level of student literacy skills, 
namely physiological, intellectual, environmental and psychological factors. 

This activity aims to make it easier for children to identify and understand the meaning 
and reading material as efficiently as possible. Several speedreading techniques that are 
commonly applied include 

1. Skimming technique, namely reading quickly and thoroughly to be able to find the main 
ideas in the reading; 

2. Scanning technique is a fast and careful reading technique to understand information 
from a reading; 

3. Skipping technique, namely the technique of reading quickly by ignoring or skipping 
parts that are already understood, but when reading other parts, immediately 
understand the parts that have been skipped. 

Picture 1. Children and their companions sit in groups to prepare themselves to do speed reading activities. 
 

Read local history comics. 
The target of this activity is elementary and middle school children. The comic book is a 

book that tells the story of the life of Bung Karno, the Proclaimer, while he was in Ende and a 
comic about a hero from Lembata fighting the Dutch colonialists. The interest of the child 
participants was very good because they not only heard or read the comics but could enjoy the 
interesting pictures and colours presented in the comics. 

Utilizing comics as a learning medium can provide learning information (Soedarso, 2015). 
Children can also learn about history, moral values and cultural values. Comics, which have 
elements, namely theme, character, setting, plot, language and graphics, can support children's 
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learning to write (writing literacy) so that children's writing skills can improve from day to day 
(Fatmasari & Sodik, 2023). The cultural values contained in comics, which are living cultural 
habits that are formed from experience and knowledge, can be used as a guide for children's 
lives (Mungmachom, 2012; Albantani & Madkur, 2018; Jumriani et al., 2021). 

 
Simple Financial Literacy 

This activity aims to increase the knowledge, skills and confidence of consumers and the 
public so that children can manage their finances better and are given a basic understanding of 
their finances. Because, in general, children prioritize wants rather than needs, which can 
increase economic problems in the family (Zunaidi et al., 2022; Sabilla et al., 2023). 

In this assistance, children are given an explanation about saving and by teaching children 
this; children can prepare their lives for a better life. By saving, children can also shape their 
mindset so that they get used to not buying useless things, reduce the desire to buy things that 
only fulfil momentary satisfaction and desires and encourage them to adopt a frugal lifestyle 
(Igamo et al., 2021 

The target of this activity is not only teenagers but also elementary school children. 
Literacy education for children is not just an introduction to money; furthermore, financial 
literacy education for children is a concept about introducing wise financial management and 
controlling financial expenditure by distinguishing between what is a need and what is just a 
desire. 

It is important to provide financial literacy education early so that children do not live 
wastefully but manage their finances correctly to get what they want (Asnawi et al., 2019). 
Apart from that, parents are also required not only to fulfil their children's material needs, but 
the most important thing is to provide educational resources that are useful for their future 
survival, in this case, education in the form of correct money management (Krisdayanthi, 2019). 

 
Numeracy Literacy 

Numeracy literacy is essential in various aspects of life, including personal money 
management, purchasing decisions, work, and participation in society related to technology and 
information. Good numeracy literacy skills enable individuals to make intelligent decisions and 
respond wisely to mathematical challenges in everyday life (Sabri, 2020; Aswita et al., 2022). 

Numerical literacy is the ability to understand, apply, and speculate about numbers and 
mathematical concepts in many situations. Mathematical reasoning is more than just 
calculating. It also involves understanding mathematical concepts and applying them to 
everyday life (Susanto et al., 2023) 

This activity aims to train children's basic skills in mathematics, such as number 
recognition, basic operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division), understanding 
data, and measurement. Therefore, children can understand mathematical concepts in everyday 
life, which include understanding numbers, operating basic materials, measuring abilities, 
interpreting data, and solving mathematical problems in various situations. Numerical literacy 
allows a person to function well in modern society (Agustina & Zayyadi, 2023). 

 
Scientific Literacy 

Scientific literacy refers to a person's ability to understand, evaluate, and use scientific 
information in everyday life, which involves understanding scientific concepts, research 
methods, and critical thinking processes used in science. Scientific literacy is important because 
it helps individuals make decisions based on scientific evidence, understand complex issues 
such as climate change, vaccination, or health, and participate in conversations about scientific 
and technological developments (Daniah, 2020) 

This scientific literacy activity aims to increase children's scientific understanding, 
helping children become smarter and more informed consumers in a world increasingly 
connected by science and technology. Apart from that, it also helps children to become more 
knowledgeable, responsible citizens and ready to face the challenges of an increasingly complex 
world with a solid scientific understanding (Windyariani, 2019; Abidin et al., 2021) 
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Cultural Literacy 
Cultural literacy in children refers to the child's ability to understand, appreciate and interact 
with various cultural aspects of society. It involves understanding their environment's values, 
norms, traditions and cultural expectations. In addition, by learning about culture, children can 
become more open, tolerant and aware of cultural differences (Pitaloka et al., 2021). It can also 
prepare them to live in an increasingly multicultural and globally connected society (Putri & 
Nurhasanah, 2023). 
In studying culture, there are several important aspects related to literacy that children can 
learn, including 

1. With cultural literacy, children can understand the local culture, including history, 
language, customs and values in their environment, which can help them connect with 
their community; 

2. Children can appreciate diversity, including understanding and respecting other 
people's cultures, religions and traditions; 

3. Children are skilled in intercultural communication, which means that children learn to 
communicate with other people from various cultural backgrounds; 

4. Children learn to be aware of stereotypes and prejudice. 
It needs to be taught to children to avoid stereotypes and prejudice and respect the individuality 
of other people; and 5) children learn to appreciate art and creativity, which means that 
children can develop an appreciation for different artistic expressions such as art, music, dance, 
and creative expressions from various cultures. 
 
Educational Games 

Educational games are games specifically designed to provide learning and knowledge 
to players while being entertaining. The goal is to combine education and entertainment so 
players can learn while playing. Educational games can be implemented in various 
environments, including schools, homes, and even workplaces (Yunus et al., 2015; Erfan et al., 
2020). The educational games implemented in this mentoring activity relate to basic literacy, 
including mathematics games, language games, history and culture games, and science games. 

Picture 2. Children gather with companions from both students and lecturers after playing educational 
games. 
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CONCLUSION AND FOLLOW-UP 

Literacy is very important and has a good impact on children's future. With service 
activities carried out in the form of mentoring children's basic literacy, children feel increasingly 
motivated and have quite a high interest in learning basic literacy and other literacies such as 
simple financial literacy, numeracy literacy, cultural literacy, and scientific literacy as part of 
this mentoring. Apart from that, the mentoring provided is not only limited to basic literacy but 
also educational games applied to mentoring activities. Educational games are very useful for 
helping children learn knowledge so that children don't feel bored and are entertained. 
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